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When Nazi soldiers occupied his country, King Christian X of Denmark committed himself to

keeping all Danes safe from harm. The bravery of the Danes and their king during that dangerous

time has inspired many legends. The most enduring is the legend of the yellow star, which

symbolizes the loyalty and fearless spirit of the king and his people. The result is a powerful and

dignified story of heroic justice, a story for all people and all times.
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Although it is billed as "legend," Deedy's (The Library Dragon) WWII story raises disturbing

questions regarding the importance of historical accuracy. Here Denmark's courageous King

Christian responds to the Nazi edict that all Jews must wear a yellow star by wearing a yellow star

himself, and his act inspires his subjects to do likewise. Deedy's writing is vivid and lyricalAbut in an

afterword she acknowledges that her story is "unauthenticated" and that no Danish Jews were

"forced" to wear the yellow star. As Ellen Levine points out in her recent Darkness Over Denmark

(Children's Forecasts, June 26), the order about the star was never issued in Denmark. Where

Levine cited the false story of the king's yellow star to explore the facts about Danish resistance to

the Nazis, this book, in perpetuating a myth, clouds history; it also deflects from the country's most



famous act of resistance in rescuing the overwhelming majority of its Jews (the afterword reports

that Danes smuggled over 7,000 Jews to Sweden in fishing boats). Ultimately, despite the graceful

prose, the insight offered into a dark era and Danish artist Sorensen's magnificent oil paintings, the

book's fundamental flaw is difficult to overlook. Ages 8-12. (Sept.) Copyright 2000 Reed Business

Information, Inc.

Grade 2-4-Blending fact with legend, Deedy tells of Denmark's King Christian X's simple act of

rebellion and courage, which served to unite his people against the Nazis. It is the king's custom to

ride through the streets of Copenhagen unguarded, counting on the love of his people to protect

him. When the Nazis circulate the order that all Jews must wear yellow stars on their clothing, the

king devises a way to protect them. He makes his morning rounds as is his custom, but wears a

yellow Star of David on his finest suit. The final illustrations depict shopkeepers, policemen, and

others, all following their monarch's lead. "And, once again, in the country of Denmark, there were

only Danes." Deedy's language is simple and rhythmic, relating what she calls in the notes "a story

that should be told." Smrensen's period paintings serve almost as formal portraits of individual

Danes living their lives in the face of the looming Nazi occupation. This is an interesting and

thought-provoking piece of work, but readers are sure to be disappointed to find out that it is legend,

and not verified history.Martha Link, Louisville Free Public Library, KY Copyright 2000 Reed

Business Information, Inc.

EVERYONE should read this book. I will use it during a Holocaust study,

Love this book!

great book

This book evokes a tragic time in history, but also inspires the youthful reader with its story of

courage in the face of a dangerous time. The pictures are very good, and the words, though

relatively few, tell this story in a very powerful manner that is not intimidating. I'm glad I gave it as a

gift.

This beautifully-illustrated book tells several legendary stories concerning King Christian X of

Denmark. Especially for teachers, this book would be a great companion piece to Number the Stars



by Lois Lowry, which tells one of these legends in the novel.

Great

This is absolutely a wonderful story! Both children and adults will love it and it absolutely teaches an

amazing lesson!

Amazing story for all ages
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